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No.  17. 


OUR  CONFERENCE  PRESIDENTS. 


ELDER  LEWIS  SWENSON. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  bom  on 
March  14,  18G4,  in  Moroni,  Sanpete  coun- 
ty, Utah.  The  earlier  part  of  his  life 
was  spent  assisting  his  father  on  the 
farm,  clearing  off  the  brush,  digging 
dUchcs.  etc.  This  early  training  on  the 
farm,  however,  proved  to  be  of  vast  ser- 
vice to  him  when  at  the  age  of  14  years 
his  father  was  called  on  a  mission  to  Eu- 
rope, leaving  he  and  a  younger  brother 
to  manage  the  farm  and  secure  a  liveli- 
hood for  the  family.  His  chances  for  at- 
tending school  were  very  limited,  only 
having  the  privilege  of  attending  during 
the  coldest  months  of  the  year.  As  he 
grew  older  he  began  to  see  more  and  more 
the  necessity  for  an  education.  I'inal.y 
his  father,  seeing  his  anxiety  to  learn, 
was  induced  to  send  him  to  the  Brigham 
Young  Academy  at  Provo.  He  had  been 
in  attendance  at  this  institution  only  ten 
weeks  when  his  father  was  called  on  his 
second  mission  to  Europe,  necessitating 
an  abandonment  ol  his  pursuit  for  knowl- 
edge at  that  time;  but  not  destroying  his 
determination  to  pursue  further  studies. 
At  the  age  of  '2X  he  married  one  of  the 
fairest  belles  and  he  worked  hard  to  build 
a  little  cottage  and  pay  for  a  small  farm, 
then  recently  purchased.  The  Lord 
blessed  the  labors  of  his  hands,  and  at 
the  age  of  25  years  he  again  attended 
school.  Although  married,  and  with  a 
family  of  three,  he  was  determined  to 
have  an  education,  this  time  attending 
the  Sanpete  Stake  Academy.  He  spent 
one  ,vear  at  college,  when  his  wife  and 
two  little  boys  were  stricken  down  with 
diphtheria,  and  all  died  within  a  week. 
He  then  gave  up  school  for  one  year, 
beginning  again  the  following  year;  re- 
maining the  following  two  years,  having 
taken  a  normal  course.  The  school  year 
of  l.SOi;-03  ho  attended  the  Hrigham 
Young  Academy,  thus  completing  a  nor-: 
mal  course  in  that  institution.  From 
1S!).'I  to  1S9T  he  taught  school  in  Moroni. 
IHiring  the  year  1805  he  again  married. 
In  November.  1S5I7,  he  was  called  on  a 
mission  and  left  Salt  Lake  City  Nov.  18. 
1897,   arriving   at  Chattanooga   Nov.   21, 


same  month.  He  was  assigned  to  labor 
in  the  North  Carolina  Conference.  The 
first  two  months  he  labored  with  Elder 
Joseph  A.  Williams  as  a  canvassing  El- 
der. 

Most  of  his  time  from  this  until  his 
appointment  to  preside  over  the  confer- 
ence was  spent  in  company  with  Presi- 
dent Ezra  C.  Robinson.  On  June  23, 
1888.  lie  received  word  of  his  appoint- 
ment to  succeed  President  E.  C.  Robin- 
son, with  the  understanding  that  Presi- 
dent Robinson  remain  until  he  could  get 
his  affairs  all  straightened  up.  which  Avas 
done  on  July  1.3,  1S9S. 

At  present  his  counsellors  are  H.  C 
Heninger  first  and  W.  E.  Morgan  second. 


ELDER    LEWIS    SWEX.SOX. 
Presld'ent  of  the  North  Carolina  Confereuj'e. 

Both    men    are   filled   with    the   spirit    of 
their  calling. 

From  the  time  that  he  was  a  little  prat- 
tling boy  until  his  call  to  take  this  mis- 
sion he  was  a  constant  attendant  of  the 
Sunday  school,  Y.  M.  I.  .V.  and  Priesthood 
meetings.  For  two  years  he  was  presi- 
dent over  the  Y.  M.  I.  A.  of  Moroni;  was 
assistant  superintendent  of  Sunday  school 
at  the  time  of  leaving  home.  Was  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Education  in  the 
Sanpete  Stake  of  Zion.  He  often  says: 
"I  rejoice  in  my  labors  and  by  the  help 
of  the   Lord  intend   to   remain   until   the 


Lord  and  His  servants  say.  Your  humble 
labors  are  accepted.  Return  to  your  bome 
and  loved  ones  in  Zion  at  iloroni,  .Sanpete 
county,  Utah." 

Letter  From  Sister  Sarah  J.  Warren. 

The  following  letter  was  received  from 
Sister  Sarah  J.  Warren,  of  Price,  Utah. 
This  demonstrates  the  fealty  of  the  noble 
woniin  of  Zion  in  the  great  work  of  Lat- 
ter-Days and  should  convince  the  world 
of  the  sincerity  of  the  Mormon  people: 
Price,  Utah,  March  6,  1809. 
Mr.  Ben  E.  Rich. 

Dear  Brother: — I  received  your  most 
welcome  letter  a  few  days  ago  and  was 
very  pleased  to  deceive  such  a  good  letter. 
I  have  not  language  enough  to  express 
my  thanks  to  you  and  others  for  the  good 
care  you  have  given  my  son.  I  ask  God 
to  bless  you  and  all  of  the  Elders,  that 
you  may  live  to  fulfill  your  mission,  and 
if  you  are  not  already  home  you  may  re- 
turn in  safety.  We  were  very  glad  to 
have  him  sent  home  to  us,  where  we  could 
take  the  last  look  at  him.  He  has  al- 
ways been  a  good  and  honest  boy.  He 
said  to  nic  when  he  went  on  his  mission: 
"He  had  a  work  to  do  of  which  he  was 
proud  of."  He  wanted  to  go  on  a  mis- 
sion, but  to  a  healthier  climate,  but  he  did 
not  complain.  When  I  received  the  sad 
news  I  was  sick,  and  that  was  almost 
enough  to  kill  me.  It  is  as  you  say.  the 
Lord  giveth  and  the  Lord  taketh  away. 
Blessed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord.  I  had 
a  warning  of  my  son's  death  for  at  least 
two  weeks  before  it  happened.  I  did  not 
realize  a  missionary's  life  until  my  son 
went  on  his  mission.  He  left  a  wife  and 
one  little  child,  6  years  old,  and  her  heart 
is  broken.  He  has  gone  where  sickness, 
pain  and  sorrow  is  no  more.  His  body 
was  in  good  condition  and  looked  well 
when  it  arrived.  Brother  Cornwall  came 
with  the  body  and  remained  until  after 
the  funeral.  Everybody  said  what  a  kind 
and  loving  man.  They  and  we  all  thought 
he  was  pure  enough  to  ascend  to  heaven. 
There  was  a  large  funeral.  I  received  the 
photograph  you  sent  and  thank  you.  Al- 
low me  again  to  thank  you,  and  I  thank 
you  a  thousand  times,  and  your  kindness 
shall  ever  be  remembered.  Vou  shall 
long  be  remembered  by  me. 

From  your  Sister. 

SARAH  J.  WARREN. 
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"EDIT  THE  BIBLE." 


Ohatlanoopa  Xtws. 

This  pri>position,  the  aceciilJiiicc  of 
which  will  tear  away  the  fuiuiamenlnl 
pillar  of  Methodist  theology,  wa.s  urged 
in  all  force,  sincerity  and  enthusiasm 
yesterday  morning  by  the  Rev.  .S.  P. 
Oadman,  pastor  of  the  Metropolitan  Teiu- 
iplo.  before  the  regular  T\'eekly  meeting  of 
the  Methodist  ministers  of  New  York, 
says  the  New  York  .Journal. 

Four  hundred  of  the  leading  ministers 
of  Now  York  and  its  vicinity,  including 
Bishop  Edward  G.  Andrews,  were  .pres- 
ent when  Mr.  Oadman's  'paper  was  read. 
He  wae  applauded  when  he  rose  to  read 
it.  and  ainplauded  again  when  he  had  got 
through. 

Mr.  Oadmtin's  paper  was  one  of  a 
series  upon  Bible  criticism.  A  paper  tak- 
ing practically  the  same  ground  was  read 
before  the  ministers  on  the  Monday  be- 
fore last;  another  paper  on  the  subject 
will  be  i^ad  next  Monday. 

This  bold,  portentous  utterance — in- 
volving the  most  radical  departure  from 
accepted  tenets  of  the  Methodist  church 
since  its  very  foundation. — T\'as  made  be- 
fore the  most  representative  body  of  the 
Mlethoddst  clergy  in  America.  It  included 
the  vast  majority  of  the  preachers  of 
Greater  New  York.  It  is  the  first  an- 
nouncement of  an  impending  controversy, 
which  may  shake  the  Methodist  church 
to  its  very  foundation  stones. 

The  laeceiptanee  of  Dr.  Ciadmau's  prop- 
osition, heard  with  respect  and  applause 
by  the  New  York  ministers,  is  compara- 
ble to  the  adoption  of  a  new  constitution 
for  the  United  Stiates.  It  places  the 
Bible  on  the  basis  of  historical  works  on 
other  than  di\'ine  .subjects:  it  rejects  the 
authenticity  of  all  parts  of  Holy  Scrip- 
ture which  are  repugnant  to  human 
reason. 

As  Mr.  Oadman  himself  said  yesterday, 
the  Bible  was  accepted'  as  the  true 
source  of  authority  and  inspiration  by 
Miartin  Ivuther  when  he  established  the 
Protestant  church.  Luther  made  the 
Scripture  the  base  of  all  faith.  Tt  is  now 
proposed  to  abandon  the  tea-chings  of  the 
early  fathers  of  the  Protestant  church. 

Tlie  ST>eaker  referred  to  the  Old  Testa- 
ment, half  of  whose  pages,  he  said,  were 
of  unknown  avithorship.  The  New  Testa- 
ment likewise  contained  the  contradic- 
tions. The  Bible,  the  church,  the  min- 
istry, he  said,  were  agencies.  The  true 
source  of  inspiration  was  neither  a  book, 
nor  a  ministry,  but  the  living  Christ  him- 
self. 

The  weekly  meetings  of  the  Methodist 
ministers  take  place  in  the  Methodist 
Book  Cbncern  building,  in  Fifth  avenue. 
They  are  held  in  secret.  The  congrega- 
tions have  not  known  anything  concern- 
ing the  discussion  of  this  vital  change  in 
doctrine.  This  .publication  will  be  the 
first  intimation  they  will  have  had  that 
the  faith  in  which  they  have  been  reared 
is  threatened  with  an  organic  change  that 
will  make  it  no  longer  the  faith  of 
Wesley. 

It  also  goes  without  saying  that  the 
enumiation  of  this  proposition  will  not 
tend  to  heal  the  differences  lietween  the 
■Methodist  Church.  North,  and  the  Meth- 
odist Church.  South,  which  were  rent 
apart  by  the  civil  war.  for  the  Southern 
church  has  rejected  time  and  again 
kindred   innovations. 

But  ilr.  Cadroan  insists  that,  whatever 
the  church  may  decide  on  the  question  in 


the  future,  it  will  not  destroy  the  belief 
in  the  chief  and  final  source  of  (Christian 
insipiration,  a  belief  in  Christ,  the  Son  of 
God. 

In  taking  up  his  subject,  the  preacher 
stated  the  pm.iKisiliiMi  which  he  would 
prove: 

"That  the  inlicrcncy  and  the  infalli- 
bility of  the  Bible  are  no  longer  possible 
of  belief  anvong  reasoning  num." 

The  sjpeaker  referred  to  the  great 
change  which  had  talven  place  in  the 
.great  lU'ethods  of  Bible  criticism  within 
the  last  fifty  years.  There  should  no 
longer  be  any  confusion  between  literary 
criticism  and  the  criticisun  of  inspiration. 
It  had  been  said  in  former  times  by  au- 
thorities of  weight  that  the  two  criticisms 
conflicted.  This  was  not  true.  They 
were  not  on  the  same  plane.  Inspiration 
appealed  to  thi^  spiritual  ear.  Literary 
criticism  was  addressed  to  an  ascertain- 
ment of  facts  from  a  human  standpoint. 
MT.  Caduvan  illustrated  his  meaning  by 
saying  that  it  was  one  thing  to  examine, 
classify  and  discuss  the  mechanisim  of  a 
great  organ,  and  another  to  pass  judg- 
ment upon  the  music  which  proceeded 
from  it.  No  literary  criticism  could  af- 
fect the  divine  music  breathed  into  the 
soul  of  man  by  the  life  of  .lesus  Christ. 

The  Bible,  he  said,  was  compiled  much 
as  is  any  other  book.  It  was  written 
from  the  records  and  witnesses  of  the 
time.  It  had  been  imipossible  to  de- 
termine the  authorship  of  much-  of  the 
Old  Testament.  Half  of  its  pages,  said 
Mr.  Cadman.  were  of  unknown  author- 
shi]).  The  same  was  in  a  measure  true 
of  the  New  Testament.  Matthew.  Mark. 
Luke  and  John  differed  in  quoting  words 
said  to  have  been  pronounced  by  C'hrist 
upon  a  given  occasion.  Parallel  passages 
were  not  alike. 

Mr.  Cadman  referred  to  that  much  dis- 
cussed question  of  Christ's  reference  to 
the  miracle  of  -Tonah  and  the  whale. 
Those  who  have  taken  the  Old  Testament 
in  its  entirety,  believing  all  andi  every, 
part  of  it,  have  based  their  theology  in 
part  upon  Christ's  reference  to  .lonah. 
when,  in  Matthew  xii.:39-10.  He  said: 

But  he  answered  and  said  unto  them: 
An  evil  and  adulterous  generation  scek- 
eth  after  a  sign,  and  there  shall  no  sign 
be  given  to  it  but  the  sign  of  the  prophet 
Jonas. 

For  as  Jonas  was  three  days  and  three 
nights  in  the  -whale's  belly,  so  .shall  the 
son  of  man  he  three  days  au'd'  nights  in 
the  heart  of  the  earth. 

There  had  been,  the  preacher  said,  a 
great  conflict  upon  this  speech  of  Christ. 

It  had  been  particularly  a  bone  of  con- 
tention, because,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
Christ  did  not  remain  in  the  earth  three 
days  and  three  nights,  but  two  nights  and 
a  day.  Mr.  Cadman  said'  that  he  had  set- 
tled the  matter  in  his  own  mind  by  saying 
that  he  was  willing  to  suffer  from  the  dis- 
ease of  suspended  judgment  so  long  as  he 
knew  Christ  did  arise.  It  would  always 
be  impossible  to  reconcile  the  facts  pf 
Christ's  burial  with  the  facts  of  His  al- 
leged statement,  and  it  would  be  forever 
useless  to  discuss  whether  He  had  ever 
said  what  St.  Matthew  attriliutcd  to  Him. 
or  whether  He  had  lain  as  St.  Mattliew 
quoted  Christ  as  saying  He  would  lie. 
But  this  should  never  deter  Christian  men 
from  believing  in  the  Christ  and  in  His 
life. 

When  Luther  separated'  his  followers 
from  papacy  he  had  turned  from  priests 


and  priestly  interpretations  of  the  Bible 
to  the  book  itself.  He  had  placed  the  Bi- 
ble b<q'ore  nianUiii'd  as  the  source  and  .-ju- 
thorily  for  inspiration.  .Mr.  Cadman  saiil 
he  regretted  that  these  early  fathers  of 
I'roleslanlifUi  had  not  gone  further  and 
urged  as  I  he  highest  source  of  inspiration 
Christ  Himself. 

The  speaker  said  that  the  trend  of 
thought  among  the  best  minds  in  the 
.Methodist  church  during  the  last  fifty 
years  h.-id'  been  toward'  a  betler  knowl- 
edge and  a  newer  view  of  Christ  Himself 
rather  than  of  the  Bible.  He  said  lliat 
there  had  been  a  vast  increase  in  the 
number  of  "Lives  of  Christ"  in  the  lasl 
decade,  that  the  energy  and  force  of 
Christ  as  the  incarn'ation  of  God  was  be- 
coming better  understood  every  day.  He 
regarded  as  inevitable  a  restatement  and 
a  rejudgnient  of  the  church  upon  the  in- 
falMbility  and  inherency  of  the  Bible. 

The  Bible  itself  gave  authority  for  a  lie- 
lief  that  God  was  in  the  ocean,  lin  the 
firmament,  in  the  rocks.  .Science's  contri- 
bution to  the  knowledge  of  mankind  went 
hand  in  hand  with  a  belief  in  Ood.  By 
this  statement  he  did  not  mean  to  agree 
with  those  philosophers  who  had  used  the 
word  God  as  a  peg  on  which  to  hang  their 
vagaries:  but.  nevertheless,  he  believed  in 
the  demonstration  of  God  in  the  seas,  in 
the  mountains,  in  the  various  forms  of 
life  on  this  planet. 

There  were  means  of  salvation  outside 
of  and  beyond  and  before  the  Bible.  God 
had  saved  souls  hefore  the  Bible  was 
written.  That  must  be  conceded  by  every 
one.  The  Bible  was  am  agency,  the 
church  was  an  agency,  the  ministry  was 
an  agency. 

The  church  had'  dabbled  too  much  in 
the  distant  streams  of  theology.  It  ha<l 
examined  the  streams,  but  not  the  source, 
which  was  alone  pure.  The  streams  had 
been  pollutedi  by  conflict  and'  dissension. 

The  ministry  had  taken  up  too  much 
time  in  unraveling  knots  of  theology  to 
the  neglect  of  God  Himself. 

The  leading  authorities  of  the  cliyrch 
had  discussed  the  questions  involved  in 
the  parables  of  Christ.  It  had  been  urged 
that  even  if  the  events  named  in  the  illus- 
trations the  Lord  used  were  not  of  actual 
fact,  that  did  not  destroy  their  value  as 
moral  lessons.  So,  also,  it  had  been  urged 
that  if  the  story  of  .Jonah  and  the  whale 
had  been  an  allegory  like  Bunyan's  "Pil- 
grim's Progress,"  it.  nevertheless,  had 
force  and  etfect.  for  the  Prophet  Jonah 
without  doubt  stood  on  a  very  high  spir- 
itual ground. 

But  whatever  position  the  church  took — 
whether  it  held  that  the  Bible  must  be  ac- 
cepted, as  it  stands,  as  the  revealed  truth, 
as  the  Word  of  God,  as  compelling  faith 
because  it  was  the  Word  of  God.  or  as  a 
historical  document,  valuable,  and  inetfa- 
bly  valuable,  because  of  its  real  substance 
— the  decision  would  never  affect  the  faith 
of  Christian  men  in  the  Holy  Trinity^n 
God  the  Father,  the  Son  and  the  Holv 
Ghost. 

When  we  come  to  know  God  it  is  no 
longer  necessary  to  know  H3m  through 
any  book;  but  the  book  will  then  become 
all  the  more  precious  for  having  been  the 
means  of  our  knowing  God. 

When  Mr.  Cadman  was  half  way 
through — the  time  of  these  addresses  be- 
ing limited — it  was  necessary  to  pass  a 
motion  suspending  the  rules,  in  order  that 
he  might  proceed.  His  auditors  were  so 
deeply  interested  in  him  that  they  readily 
voted  that  he  finish.    When  he  sat  down 
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the   preachers  loudly  applauded'  the  dis- 
course. 

There  were  many  of  the  oliler  nicmliers 
of  the  New  York  conference  present, 
many  of  tlieiu  with  liair  of  pure  white 
and  with  eyes  srowii  iliin  r<'ailin;;  thi> 
Holy  Si-ri|itnres.  No  (leiiKinNtrMliun  was 
olisi'rvi'il    fniiii   them. 

AVIiat  Tli«-y  nisiorj-ait. 

Followiiit;  are  the  BiKile  stories  tlii'  truth 
of  whicli  Melhoilist  niSnisters  discuss: 

That  the  earth  was  created  in  six  days. 

That  Methuselah  died  iit  llu'  age  of  JKi!) 
years. 

Tliat  a  wliale  swallowed  .l<in:il].  in 
whose  belly  he  lay  for  three  days. 

That  the  Red  Sea  was  di\-ided  in  order 
to  permit  the  passage  of  the  children  of 
Israel  out  of  Egypt. 

That  a  snak<>  tempted  Eve  in  tlie  Oar- 
den  of  Eden. 

That  Joshua  commanded  the  sun  to 
stand  still  and  that  it  obeyedi  him. 

The  tower  of  Babel  uarratiive. 

The  turning  of  Lot's  wife  into  a  pillar 
of  salt 

The  story  of  Noah,  the  Hood  and  the 
ark 

That  God  spoke  to  JIosc^  out  of  a  liurn- 
ing  bush. 

Tliat  .\aron  turned  his  rod  into  a  ser- 
pent. 

That  MoM<>s  lapped  a  rock  and  lliat 
water   gushed    forth. 

That  Moses  drew  forth  his  hand  and 
that  it  was  "leprous,  White  as  snow.'' 

That  Elijah  was  translated  to  heaven  in 
a  chariot  of  fire. 

That  EWsha  threw  the  mantle  of  Elijah 
across  the  Jordan,  causing  it  to  dry  up 
and  allow  him  passage. 

That  the  earth  opened  and  swallowed 
Achan  and  bis  compaudons. 

That  Shadrach.  Mesaeh  and  Abednego 
walked  in  a  tiery  furnace  uuharmed. 

That  Daniel  stayed  unhurt  in  the  lions' 
den. 


"THE  BOOK  OF  MORMON." 


By  Elder  M.  L,.  Morris. 

A  lecture  delivered  at  Salt  Lake  City, 
in  the  Assembly  Hall,  March  'J7,  ISUT. 

Iq  putting  before  the  scrutinizing  world 
a  brief  treatise  on  the  Book  of  Mormon, 
we  aire  not  unmindful  of  the  obstacles 
it  has  to  meet,  hot  are  we  forgetful  of 
the  mountains  of  prejudice  -which,  for 
more  than:  half  a  century  have  surrounded 
what  the  world  calls  Mormonism.  We 
know  too,  that  while  the  material  of 
those  mountains  is  of  the  very  hardest, 
the  silent  forces  of  nature,  united  with 
living  streama  and  torrents  have  dis- 
solved the  rugged  heights  of  the  earth, 
until  from  the  .\lps,  the  Adirondacks  and 
the  Aniles,  vast,  fruitful  plains  have  been 
built.  Moiimonisim  t<x>  is  a  living  stream, 
an  active  force  beating  down  upon  these 
mountains  of  prejudice  and  bringing  into 
perfect  harmony  audi  grace  that  which 
is  rugged  and  foreboding  in  human  na- 
ture. Populous  and  prosperous  valleys 
are  now  found)  amid  the  Rocky  moun- 
tains of  the  west,  and  there  also  is  found 
a  people  of  unparalleled  prosperity  all  of 
whicli  must  be  traced  to  the  cause  they 
espoused,  as  eastern  prejudice  drove  it  to 
the  western  wilderness.  It  strikes  us 
that  the  results  as  at  present  seen  by 
the  world  afford  anj  ample  vindication  of 
the  cause,  for  a  corrupt  fountain  cannot 
i^ve  forth  pure  w.ater  and  a  tree  is  known 
by  the  fruit  it  bears. 

In  this  present  enterprise,   then,   there 


is  bu't  one  real  fear  as  we  see  it,  and  that 
is  that  t1io  cause  shall  not  be  tharoughly 
and  closely  investigated;  that  people  at 
large  will  be  carried  by  the  luslomary 
opinions,  aiul  never  know  for  themselves 
regarding  this  nuUter.  .\n'd  we  feel  that 
we  wert!  absurdly  modest  audi  unjust  t(J 
the  caiiw,  were  we  to  eonline  its  import- 
ance to  local  concern.  It  must  not  be 
viewed  from  the  "village  belfrj-;"  for  if 
America  and  humanity  ever  had  a  (pies- 
tion,  this  is  one  and  tinu'  is  fast  prov- 
ing it. 

The  attitude  of  a  very  large  portion  of 
the  religious  world  in  relation  to  .Mor- 
monism is  well  depicted  in  the  follow- 
ing illustration  we  once  heardi  used: 
"One  morniinig  1  cinergedi  from  my  door 
and  found  the  earth  eu'velopedi  in  a  fog. 
Upon  the  side  of  an  adjacent  hill,  1  saw 
in  the  mist  a  gigantic  object  of  monstrous 
proportions.  It  moved,  ami  I  moved  to- 
ward it,  wheiv  in  process  of  time  1  was 
surprised  to  find  it  to  be  a  man.  1  drew 
nearer — ^still  nearer,  and'  to  my  astouish- 
meut  it  proved  to  be  my  own,  dear  broth- 
er." So  with  Mormonism,  Men  have  so 
loing  and  persistently  viewed  it  through 
the  magnifying  mist  of  prejudice,  that  it 
to  thorn  seems  monstrous;  but  if  they 
will  draw  nearer  to  .t  they  will  tind  it  not 
what  they  at  first  esteemed  it,  and  still 
nearer  it  will  prove  to  be  kith  and.  kin 
to  their  better  natures, — the  truth  as 
God  manifesls  it  in  his  love  for  His 
children. 

To  those,  then,  who  are  nut  intiiuidated 
by  the  clamoi*  of  popular  opinion,  and 
who  dare  draw  nearer  to  the  monster  in 
the  mist,  these  few  pages  are  hopefully 
given  and  not  to  that  timid  puerile  class 
who  think  not  tor  themselves,  and  liave 
not  courage  enough  to  strike  the  lance 
with  error  for  fear  they  be  found  at 
fault. 

The    Story    of    the    Diseoverj-    of    tUe 
Book:  of  Moniiou. 

On  the  night  of  Sept.  21,  1823,  Joseph 
Smith,  after  having  retired  to  bed,  was 
engaged  in  prayer.  In  his  own  words, 
he  was  petitioning  the  Throne  of  Grace 
"for  a  forgiveness  of  all  his  sins  and 
follies,  and.  also  for  a  manifestation  that 
he  might  know  of  his  state  and  standing 
before  God."  While  he  was  thus  en- 
gaged, a  light  appeared  in  his  chamber, 
which  increased  until  it  became  as  bright 
as  tlie  noou^day  sun.  Thus  gloriously 
enveloped,  there  appeared  a  personage 
standing  in  the  air  beside  his  lied.  Fear 
was  soon  dispelled  from  the  young  man's 
soul,  and  a  rapturous  calm  prevailed 
when  the  visitor  announced  .'liiuself  a 
messenger  sent  from  God,  and  his  name 
to  be   Moroni. 

The  Angel,  predicting  for  the  young 
man  a  world-wide  reputation  for  evil, 
said  with  other  tilings,  that  there  was 
a  book  written  upon  gold  plates  giving 
an  account  of  the  former  inhabitants  of 
this  continent  and  the  source  from 
whence  they  sprang.  He  also  said  that 
the  fullne.-:s  of  the  everlasting  gospel,  as 
delivered  by  the  Saviour  to  the  ancient 
inhabitants  of  this  continent  was  con- 
tained in  the  record;  and'  further  that 
there  were  two  stones  in  a  bow  called  the 
Urim  and  Thuiranim  by  means  of  which 
the  book  should  be  translated. 

In  addition  to  this,  the  Heavenly  Mes- 
senger made  a  review  of  s-criptural 
prophecies  relating  to  this  great  latter 
day  dispensation,  and  told  Joseph  they 
were  about  to  be  fulfilled.  In  particular, 
those    which    he      (juoted       were       from 


Maluebi,  last  chapter  and  last  two  verses. 
They  related  to  the  rcstoratianj  of  the 
priesthood  an<l  the  establishment  of  the 
(^.hurch  of  (Christ,  as  a  preparatory  work 
lo  the  dawn  of  the  Mill'-nnium  and  the 
sci-onid  adv--nt  of  '.he  Son  of  .Man.  Me 
said  that  at  the  proper  time  the  plates 
would  be  given  to  .loseph  for  traIu^lation. 
but  that  he  would  be  allowed  to  show 
them  to  none  luccept  by  .special  comm"nd 
of  th<'  I.u'd.  While  they  were  thus  en- 
gaged, the  vision  was  opened  so  that 
.loseph  distinctly  saw  the  hill  wlo-rc  the 
sacrinl  record  was  deposited. 

The  .-Xngel  made  his  exit  and'  left  thi- 
boy  musing  ami  niarvelintg  on  the  sing- 
ulairily  of  the  scene  and'  the  extruordi- 
uaiy  messenger,  when,  to  his  surprise, 
the  sajne  brilliancy  again  returneil,  un«l 
with  it  the  iK'rsonage.  All  former  in- 
structioins  and  iufo.-aiation  were  repeateil 
to  him.  with  the  additional  stati'inent 
that  great  desolation  and  awful  judg- 
ments were  about  to  be  poured  out  upon 
the  humaiii  family. 

The  vision  was  given  the  third  time 
with  great  solemnity  and  impressiveness. 
Soon  after  the  final  dei>arture  of  the 
-Vngel,  the  yomig  man  was  surprised  to 
find  that  the  greater  part  of  the  night 
had  been  spent  in  these  three-  heavenli- 
visitations.  Joseph  soon  arose,  however, 
and  attempted  to  perfoi-m  his  daily  toil 
iu  the  held  with  his  father,  but  found 
himself  so  exhausted  that  he  was  unable 
to  work.  The  father,  [x-rceiving  his 
son's  weakness,  told  him  to  go  home  and 
rest.  In  compliance,  the  young  uia'n. 
started  toward  the  house,  but  while  at- 
tempting to  climb  over  a  fm'ce  which 
crossed  the  held,  his  strength  gave  away 
and  he  fell  prostrate  on  the  ground  in  a 
faint.  II(^  was  first  awakened  to  con- 
sciousness by  the  presence  of  the  Angel 
with  whom  he  had  .-ipent  the  preceeding 
night.  Again  was  repeated  to  him  in 
the  most  impressive  uanner  all  the  form- 
er information,  and  in  addition,  he  was 
told  to  inform  his  father  ot"  what  had 
occurred.  Joseph  did  so,  and  was  told 
by  his  father  to  obey  the  messenger,  as 
he  was  sent  of  God. 

Joseph  went  to  the  place  where  the 
plates  were  deposited,  which  he  at  once 
recognized  from  the  vision  of  the  previous 
night.  It  was  on  a  hill  of  considerable 
size,  the  most  elevated  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. standdnK  near  to  the  village  of 
Manchester,  Ontario  county.  New  Vork. 
Near  the  top,  on  the  west  side,  a  little 
above  the  surface  of  the  ground,  lay  a 
stone  with  a  roumding  surface.  Having 
removed  the  soil  from  the  edges  of  the 
st'jne,  with  a  lever  he  raised  it  and  laid 
bare  a  stOD'e  box  beneath,  which  con- 
tained the  gold  plates,  the  Urim  and' 
Thuminim.  and  other  articles  as  statcil 
by  the  Angel.  .loseph  made  an  effort 
to  take  them  from  their  resting  place,  but 
was  forbidden  by  the  Angel,  who  tolil 
him  that  the  time  had  not  yet  come  for 
the  bringing  forth  of  the  holy  record, 
neither  would  it  until  four  years  from 
that  dale.  But  he  was  told  to  come  to 
that  si>ot  precisely  one  year  from  that 
day,  and  meet  the  Angel  .and'  thus  con- 
tinue to  do  until  the  time  should  arrive 
for  the  delivery  of  the  plates  into  his 
charge. 

Accordingly,  Joseph  met  the  .\ngel  each 
year  on)  the  sacivd  spot,  and  received 
such  instructions  as  was  lu'cessary  to 
prepare  him  for  the  great  work  he  was 
ordsiineil  to  perform. 

(To   be  contin-ued.) 
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ARTICLES  OF  FAITH 

OF  THE  CHURCH   OF  JESUS  CHRIST  OF 
LATTER-DAY  SAINTS. 

1.  We  believe  in  God  the  Eteroal  Father,  and  ic  His  Son 
Jesus  CKrist,  and  in  the  Holy  Ghoat. 

2.  We  believe  that  men  will  be  punished  for  their  owo 
Bins,  and  not  for  Adam's  tranBgreEsion. 

3.  We  believe  that,  through  the  atonement  of  Christ,  alt 
mankind  may  be  saved,  by  obedience  te  the  laws  and  ordi- 
nances of  the  Gospel. 

4.  We  believe  that  the  first  principles  and  ordinances  of 
(he  Gospel  are :  First,  Faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  6econd, 
Repentance;  third.  Baptism  by  immersion  for  the  remission 
of  sins ;  fourth,  Laying  on  of  Hands  for  the  Gift  of  the  Holy 
Ghost. 

6.  We  believe  that  a  man  must  be  called  of  God,  by 
*'  prophecy,  and  by  the  laying  on  of  hands,"  by  those  who  are 
In  authority,  to  preach  the  gospel  and  administer  in  the  ordi- 
nances thereof. 

6.  We  believe  in  the'same  organization  that  existed  \o 
the  primitive  church — namely,  Apostles,  Prophets,  Pastors. 
Teachers,  Evangelists,  etc. 

-7.  We  believe  in  the  gift  of  tongues,  prophecy,  revelation, 
visions,  healing,  interpretation  of  tongues,  etc, 

6.  We  believe  the  Bible  to  be  the  word  of  God,  as  far  as  it 
is  translated  correctly  ;  we  also  believe  the  Book  of  Mormoo 
to  be  the  word  of  God. 

9.  We  believe  all  that  God  has  revealed,  all  that  He  doea 
now  reveal,  and  we  believe  that  He  will  yet  reveal  many  great 
snd  important  things  pertaining  to  the  Kingdom  of  God. 

10.  We  believe  in  the  literal  gathering  of  Israel  and  in  the 
re<ttoration  of  the  Ten  Tribes;  that  Zion  will  be  built  upon 
this  (the  American)  continent;  that  Christ  will  reign  person- 
ally upon  the  earth,  and  that  the  earth  wilt  be  renewed  and 
receive  its  paradisiacal  glory. 

11.  We  claim  the  privilege  of  worshiping  Almighty  God 
According  to  the  dictates  of  our  conscience^  and  allow  all 
men  the  same  privilege,  let  them  worship  how,  where,  or  what 
they  may. 

12.  We  believe  in  being  subject  to  kings,  presidents,  rulers, 
and  magistrates  ;  in  obeying,  honoring  and  sustaining  the  law. 

13.  We  believe  in  being  honest,  true,  chaste,  benevolent, 
virtuous,  and  in  doing  good  to  all  men;  indeed,  we  may  say 
that  we  follow  the  admonition  of  Paul,  "Wo  believe  all  things, 
we  hope  all  things,"  we  have  endured  many  things,  and  hope 
to  be  able  to  endure  all  things.  If  there  is  anything  virtuous, 
lovely,  or  of  good  report  or  praiseworthy,  we  seek  aifter  the«a 
things.^JOSEPH  SMITH. 

Miss  Lenore  Pervis,  the  young  lady 
who  told'  how  she  *'first  heard  the  <tOS- 
pel,"  in  such  an  interesting  way,  has  re- 
cently entered  the  matrimonial  sea.  Her 
name  is  now  changed  to  Mrs.  L^enore  Per- 
vis C'ox. 


iL'lders  C.  A.  Call  and  J.  J.  Facer  re- 
port the  completion  of  their  cauA'ass  in 
Morgan  County;  have  made  many  friends, 
and  to  save  their  county  from  being  with- 
out a  St^r  contributed  one-half  the  price 
of  suibscription  bo  gain  at  least  one  there. 


Father  Walker,  a  faimiliar  figure  at 
Cleopatra,  in  McTjean  County,  Ky.,  has 
passed  away,  leaving  79  mile  posts  in  the 
great  march  of  life.  The  immediate  cause 
of  his  demise  was  la  grippe.  He  has  been 
a  member  of  the  church  for  the  past  five 
years,  always  ready  to  bear  his  testimony 
to  the  truth  of  the  Gospel— even  to  the 
sacrifice  of  life  if  it  had  been  necessary. 
Peace  to  his  ashes. 


THE  BIBLE  DECLARED  D  \™f"""'™  ^  .t"" 
NON-INSPIRED.  J^  issue,  it  will  be  seen 

that  at  a  recent  conference  iissenil)lage  of  the 
principal  preachers  of  the  New  York  Meth- 
odist persuasion,  they  have  rejected  the  Bible 
as  a  divine  instrument.  A  rather  peculiar 
proceeding,  to  say  the  least,  and  one  that 
we  believe  they  toH  rue,  chietly  tor  the 
reason  that  it  will  not  tind  public  favor. 
In  any  case,  the  laity  and  lesser  lights  at 
large  will  hardly  accept,  this  having  been 
a  popular  idol  for  ages  past  and  one  that 
will  be  lieid  together  as  long  as  possible 
by  its  worsliiippers. 

This  action  of  the  New  York  Method- 
ists, which  may  be  considered  the  chief 
faction  in  the  United  States,  will  give  the 
infidelic  fraternity  a  splendid  opportunity 
for  an  "I  told  you  so,"  accompauiied  by 
that  sardonic  ha!  ha! 

If  the  Mormon  is  to  be  quizzed  on  his 
eighth  article  of  faith,  it  ought  not  to  be 
by  a  Methodist,  especially  if  the  idea  con- 
tained in  these  resolutions  shall  become 
generally  accepted. 

Many  Protestants  take  the  Bible  as 
their  only  standard  of  faith;  and  here- 
tofore our  Methodist  friends  have  been 
its  chief  advocates,  but  all  sects  are  either 
directly  or  indirectly  of  the  same  opinion, 
and  the  foundation  for  such  belief .  is 
wholly  based  on  tradition,  and  that,  too, 
one  of  an  imperfect  status;  often  their 
earliest  traditions  have  been  the  wildest 
kind  of  vagaries.  Tradition  alone  tells 
them  the  Bible  is  true;  nothing  else;  ex- 
cept in  rare  instances,  where  the  convic- 
tion of  its  divinity  has  been  forced  on 
them  by  means  of  the  sixth  sense,  intui- 
tion. 

Tradition  alone  is  a  very  imperfect 
guide  on  which  to  base  a  belief  or  doc- 
trine, because  at  some  future  day  the 
fallacy,  if  there  be  any,  will  surely  run 
against  a  ray  of  light  which  will  expose 
a  grinning  skeleton.  When  the  word  of 
(jod  is  "patched  up"  it  is  like  a  delicate 
watch  in  a  blacksmith's  hands,  especially 
when  it  falls  into  the  hands  of  some  such 
aggregation  as  the  New  York  Methodist 
convention,  who  tries  to  "fix  it  up"'  with- 
out any  pretense  of  having  an  iota  of 
that  great  essential  in  dealing  with  the 
eouKtructiou  of  Godi's  word^ — ^His  Holy 
Spirit. 

Modern  conventions  ot  this  kind  have 
lost  that  very  necessary  element  that  I'aul 
refers  to  in  the  I.  Corinthians,  i2th 
chapter,  "Spiritual  gifts."  This  essen- 
tially is  as  necessary  as  life  itseW  for  a 
true  searcher  after  salvation;  it  is  equally 
retiuisite  in  a  search  after  Clod's  word, 
its  meaning  and  a  proper  conception  of  its 
requirements. 

That  the  Bible  in  its  present  condition 
is  very  imperfect  ■  can  be  plainly  shown 
by  briefly  calling  attention  to  its  vicissi- 
tudes prior  .to  and  in  its  translation  by 
King  James  in  the  seventeenth  century. 

The  Lutherans  taught  from  the  tradi- 
tion of  thedr  fathers  that  seven  books  of 
the  New  Testament  were  spurious,  while 
the  English  wing  of  Christianity  taught 
that  it  was  divinely  inspired.  Tradition 
tells  the  English  that  nearly  a  dozen  of 
the  books  in  the  Old  Teslament  were 
frauds,  while  the  Catholics  in  the  third 
council  of  Carthage  decided  they  were 
inspired  productions;  hence  iufallible. 
These  are  only  a  few  instances  of  dis- 
crepancies among  supposed  authorities  as 
to  the  divinity  of  the  Bible,  ilany  others 
could  be  cited,  in  addition  to  the  glaring 
inconsistent    disposition    of   some   of   the 


books  in  the  seventeenth  century,  when 
the  St.  .James  translation  was  accom- 
plished. In  this  case  no  pretensions-  were 
made  as  to  the  divine  calling  ot  the  trans- 
lator. Words,  phrases,  sentences,  epistles 
and  books,  were  subjected  to  the  capri- 
cious whims  of  a  band  of  learned  syco- 
phants, who  voted  on  what  was  to  com- 
prise the  UOIA'  BIBLE. 

The  Book  of  Hevelations  was  permit- 
ted to  form  a  part  of  God's  Word  by  the 
close  vote  of  only  one  man,  the  minority 
saying  that  John's  Kevelations  were  a 
mass  of  heterogeneous  inconsistencies; 
and  here  let  it  be  saiid,  many  an  over- 
zealous  expounder  of  these  Hevelations 
has  most  heartily  wished  that  the  mi- 
nority vote  had  prevailed. 

Now  we,  as  Latter  Day  Saints,  have 
no  need  to  worry  about  any  ot  these. 
"We  believe  all  that  God  has  revealed, 
all  that  He  does  mow  reveal,  and  we  be- 
lieve that  He  will  yet  reveal  many  great 
and  important  things  pertaining  to  the 
Kingdom  of  God.''  This  reduces  all 
these  vague  uncertainties  to  genuine 
knowledge  or  information  as  to  their  true 
meaning. 

Of  course,  if  we  had  shut  out  the  sun- 
light of  New  Kevelation,  like  our  modern 
brethren  have  done,  we  would  still  be 
groping  in  the  darkness  of  superstition 
as  they  are;  stumbling  against  this  con- 
struction or  that  misconception;  all  of 
which  combine  to  throw  an  awful  pall 
of  doubt  over  every  honest  man,  audi  one 
that  can  never  be  removed,  except  the 
spirit  of  revelation  shali  d\vell  in  the 
heart.  Nor  can  he  partake  of  the  Gospel 
of  Salvation,  the  only  true  source  or  me- 
dium by  which  men  can  be  saved,  for  Luke 
says:  All  things  are  delivered  to  me  of 
my  Father;  and  no  man  kuoweth  who  the 
Son  is,  but  the  Father;  and  who  the 
Father  is,  but  the  Son,  and'  he  to  whom 
the  Son  will  reveal  Him." 

This  excerpt  is  capable  of  no  other  con- 
struction than  the  very  literal  one  we 
place  upon  it,  viz.:  If  any  person  knows 
Jesus  Christ  it  must  be  by  revelation. 
So,  with  the  true  meaning  of  words,  sen- 
tences, passages,  chapters  or  books  in  the 
Bible.  To  know  and  understand  them 
the  "gift"  that  is  promised  the  obedieut 
believer  must  be  secured,  then  he  who 
runs  may  read.  "For  now  we  see  through 
a  glass  darkly;  but  then  face  to  face." 

"For  what  man  knoweth  the  things  of 
a  man,  save  the  spirit  of  man  wliich  is  in 
him';'  Even  so  the  things  of  God  knoweth 
no  man,  but  the  Spirit  of  God." 


In  this  issue  we  present  our  readers 
with  a  letter  from  Sister  Sarah  .J.  War- 
ren, of  Price,  mother  of  Elder  Lewis  A. 
Warren,  who  died'  in  the  mission  field 
last  month.  This  is  only  a  sample  of  the 
spirit  in  which  the  true  mothers  of  Israel 
live  when  they  give  their  sons  to  the 
cause  of  Christ.  If  it  is  the  Lord's  will 
to  take  them  home,  then  our  uiothirs. 
wives  and  all  say  Amen;  if  He  fhall  re- 
turn them  home  safely  they  rejoice  ac- 
cordingly. Sister  Warren  and  the  dear 
wiie  and  child  have  the  loving  sympathy 
of  all.  Their  patient  resignation  will 
give  them  peace  and  bright  anticipations 
of  a  glorious  meeting  in  the  celestial 
world,  where  such  partings  are  not  a 
portion  of  life. 


We  begin  an  interesting  article  this 
week — a  lecture  by  Elder  N.  L.  Morris  on 
the  Book  of  Mormon. 
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A  Fearless  Testimony- 

A  pair  ol'  Kldi'i's  luv  Inlioi'in;,'  in  the 
Middle  Tennossci'  ("onfci-eiue  wliosc 
iiamt'S  are  Arilbuni  H.  I'uole  and  Willi.iin 
P.  Murray.  They  recently  met  a  .\Ielh- 
oilist  [ireaeliei-.  who,  with  tlie  iisnal  ina- 
liguity,  told  them  they  weri'  not  needed 
iu  that  neiffhliorhoodi;  that  they  had  plen- 
ty of  preaeher-s  of  their  owu.  Ue  asked 
several  questions  oeeuliar  to  sueh  indi- 
viduals, such  as: 

Do  you  practice  polygamy?  etc.,  etc., 
finally  dosing,  after  the  Elders  had  re- 
plied to   all   he  had   brought,   by   saying: 

"What!  do  you  mean  to  say  that  we 
have  not  the  Gospel?" 

"Yes,  sir,"  he  was  answerenl.  "Vou  do 
not  preach  the  Gospel  as  revealed  from 
heaven." 

He  then  asked  them  if  they  would  place 
that  statement  in   writing,   to  which  the 
Jilders   readily    acquiesced    with   the   fol- 
lowing testimonial: 
To  Whom  It  May  Concern: 

We,  the  undersigned,  bear  testimony 
that  the  sectarian  world  have  not  the 
true  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  in  its  purity, 
and  that  gifts  and  blessings  are  not  en- 
joyed as  they  were  anciently  and  as  was 
revealed  from  heaven  by  Jesus  Christ. 

We  also  bear  testimony  that  the  Latter 
Day  Saints  (or  so-called  Mormons)  are 
preaching  the  true  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
iu  its  purity  and  iu  the  fullness  thereof; 
and  that  all  men  are  called  to  repentance, 
and  to  obey  the  same,  God  being  our 
witness. 

(Signed.)     jVnLBURN  B.  POOLE. 

WILLIAM  P.   MUKliAY. 
Elders  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 

Latter  Day  Saints. 

The  following  letter  from  President 
Kich  was  sent  the  Elders  in  commeuda- 
tiun  of  their  fearlessness;  also  a  congrat- 
ulatory letter  to  their  parents: 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  March  20,  ISUO. 
Elders  ildlburn  B.  Poole  and  William  P. 

Murray,  Hollow  Springs,  Tenn.: 

Dear  Brethren:— I  am  just  in  receipt  of 
your  report  and  letter  to  President  J. 
Urban  AUred,  and  am  much  pleased  to 
read  your  strong  testimony  to  the  minis- 
ter of  the  world.  This  is  the  kind  of 
faith  all  of  our  noble  Elders  should  be  in 
possession  of,  and  I  feel  to  thank 
God  that  we  have  such  good  strong  El- 
ders in  our  mission.  We  have  written  to 
your  mothers,  complimenting  them  on  the 
nobility  and  bravery  of  their  sous. 

I  am  pleased  to  see  the  copy  of  the  tes- 
timony you  wrote  to  that  minister,  and 
1  wish  each  Elder  in  the  mission  would 
give  to  every  minister  in  his  field  of  la- 
bor one  just  like  it  and  call  them  unto 
repentance.  God  bless  you  both,  I  remain 
your  brother  in  the  Gospel, 

BEN  E.  RICH. 

Ppof.  Nelson,  author  of  "Preaching  and 
Public  Speaking,"  desires  to  announce 
through  the  Star  that  to  Elders  in  the 
field  he  will  send  the  above  excellent  trea- 
tise in  half-morocco  binding  (regular  price 
$2)  on  receipt  of  $1.50.  The  work  is 
highly  commended  by  several  of  the  Apos- 
tles and  leading  Elders  of  the  Church, 
while  the  press  of  Utah  is  unanimous  iu 
its  praise.  To  Elders  who  find  it  ditlicult 
to  think  cl'early  and  consecutively  on  a 
subject,  the  work  will  no  doubt  be  of 
great  assistance.  Orders  should  be  ad- 
dressed to  N.  L.  Xelsou,  Provo  City,  Utah. 

Read  what  the  New  York  Methodists 
have  done  with  the  Bible. 


East  Tennessee  Conference 

Hy    Wider  W.   10.   Daw.^on. 
To  The  iStar. 

Milligan,  Teun.,  March  2,  ISOiJ. 

It  was  with  great  pleasure  we  greeted 
our  beloved  I'resident,  Ben  10.  Uich,  with 
his  ever  siuiiling  countenance  and  words 
of  kindness  and  fatherly  advice. 

Our  scfesiou  or  confereU';e  was  held  on 
March  7th,  1809,  at  Milligan,  Tenn.,  iu 
the  Hart's  chapel,  seventeen  miles  north- 
west of  Knoxville. 

The  gist  of  the  instruction  given  by 
I'resident  Rich  wa«  taken  dowu  and  will 
be  converted  into  a  circular  letter  aud 
mailed  to  each  pair  of  Elders  for  tho- 
rough study,  in  couueutiou  with  the  other 
iubipired  instructions  contained  in  the 
Scriptures. 

On  the  evening  of  the  same  day  a  pub- 
lic meeting  was  held  at  which  an  e.'ccel- 
lent  sermon  was  delivered. 

Wednesday  morning  the  Elders  all  met 
again  and  were  assigned  to  their  respect- 
ive tieldis,  feeling  to  rejoice  iu  the  rich 
flow  oif  the  Spirit  that  prevailed.  The 
new  President,  Elder  W.  E..  Uawson, 
with  his  two  counselors,  JT.  B.  Hammond, 
Jr.,  and  John  Peterson,  were  unanimous- 
ly sustained,  with  Elder  R.  T.  Mitchell 
as  Sunday  school  superiu;eudeut. 

The  Elders  greatly  enjoyed  the  cordial 
hospitality  of  Saints  and  friends  who 
will  forever  be  remembered  in  their  pe- 
titions to  our  father  iu  heaven. 

We  all  feel  to  bear  testimony  that  the 
visit  of  our  President  was  productive  of 
much  good.  We  return  to  our  labor  with 
humble  prayer  that  we  may  be  able  to 
abide  by  all  the  counsel  given.  We  hojie 
that  our  future  conferences  will  be  held 
in  large  cities,  feeling  that  many  benefits 
will  be  derived  thereby. 

Elder  R.  T.  Mitchell,  the  Sunday  scljool 
superintendent,  was  detailed  to  call  out 
the  local  Eldei's,  thereby  increasing  our 
working  force,  and  also  redound  to  their 
everlasiting  benefit,  viz.,  'jreaching  to 
their  fellow  men  the  new  light  they  have 
received. 


Virginia  Conference, 

By  Elder  John   E.   Griffin. 
To  The  Southern   Star. 

Hewlett,   Va.,   March    10,   1S'J9. 

We  have  just  held  our  counsel  meet- 
ings with  President  Rich,  and  to  say  that 
we  had  a  good  time  but  half  expresses 
it.  The  spirit  of  the  Lord  was  richly 
■manifest  and  all  were  gratified  at  the 
blessings  received. 

Eleven  of  the  Elders  first  met  with  the 
Saints  of  Hewlett  iu  branch  conference. 
Sunday  President  Rich  arrived  and 
joined  with  us.  The  Saints  here  are  en- 
ergetic in  their  efforts  to  live  their  relig- 
ion. Through  the  kindness  of  Brother 
A.  S.  Lewis  headquarters  have  been  es- 
tablished at  his  home  for  the  past  six 
montiis. 

Our  second  meeting  was  held  at 
Bridges,  Gloucester  county,  Va.  The 
same  kind  infiuence  prevailed.  We  en- 
deavored to  partake  of  the  spirit  of  the 
instructions  given  and  hope  now  to  do  a 
greater  work  iu  consequence  of  the  visit 
from  our  worthy   President. 

I  was  released  from  my  labors  as 
President  of  the  Virginia  conference  to 
return  home  and  Elder  Joseph  F.  Pulley 
was  called  to  preside.  He  chose  as  coun- 
selors Elders  E.  D.  Jones  and  Ben. 
Walker.      Elder  George  H.   Emery   was 


chosen      conference      superintendent      o^ 
Sunday  schools. 

With  these  brethren  at  the  head  we  be- 
lieve our  conference  will  make  rapid  ad- 
vancement. Eairly  good  health  jirc'vaiLK 
among  the  ICIders  and  all  desire  to  press 
on   toward   perfection. 


The  Mormon  Plates. 

Indla'QiapoUs  Xcws. 

The  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  North- 
em  Indiana  Confereu<e  of  the  Mormon 
Church  is  l)eing  held  in  this  city,  with 
twenty-two  Elders  in  attendani'e.  Ser- 
vices were  held  yesterday  in  the  criminal 
court  room,  which  were  attemled  by  about 
one  hunderd  persons. 

In  the  morning  Elder  John  Philips,  who 
ha.s  charge  of  the  work  in  Indianapolis, 
talked  on  the  necessity  of  authority  to 
ofiiciate  in  the  ordinance  of  the  Gospel, 
aud  in  the  afteruou  Elder  if.  W.  Crock- 
ett, President  of  the  Southern  Indiana 
Conference,  talked  on  the  divine  mission 
of  Joseph   Smith. 

Last  night  the  speaker  explained  the  his- 
tory of  the  belief  and  sought  to  prove  by 
the  Bible  the  divine  authenticity  of  the 
Book  of  Mormon.  The  speaker  gave  a 
history  of  the  life  of  Joseph  Smith,  to 
wham  the  behevers  iu  the  faith  claim 
was  revealed,  iu  1S27,  the  hiding  place 
of  the  plates  on  which  was  written  iu 
Egyptian  characters  the  Book  of  Mor- 
mon. Smith  was  uneducated,  yet  he  was 
able  to  translate  the  characters  into  Eng- 
lish and  a  learutMl  professor  in  New  York 
testified  that  the  translation  was  almost- 
perfect.  The  plates,  aocorddug  to  the 
speaker,  were  found  in  a  hill  in  the  west- 
ern part  of  New  York  on  land  now  owned 
by  Admiral  Sampson,  and  which  was 
often  spoken  of  by  the  latter  as  the  birtu- 
place  of  Mormonism. 

The  Elders  have  been  iu  the  State 
about  two  years  and  in  that  time  have 
secured  250  converts.  Today  the  assign- 
ments will  be  made  and  tonight  services 
will  be  held  in  the  same  place. 


Ladies'   Home  Journail. 

There  is  a  time,  1  believe,  in  love's 
first  approach  when  it  is  not  too  hard 
to  bar  the  door  if  there  is  reason  why  it 
sihould  net  stand  ajar.  A  girl  may  not 
have  to  learni  to  love,  but  she  can  learu 
to  unlove  if  she  must.  She  herself  must 
be  the  judge.  If  the  man  bring  her 
weakness  instead  of  strength,  low  ideals 
and  not  high  ones;  if  he  is  indolent  or 
intemperate,  or  unclean;  if  she  feel  that 
she  will  be  mated  down,  and  not  on  the 
sweet  and  wholesome  level  on  which 
she  lives,  then  if  she  is  truly  wise  she 
draws  the  bar  of  the  door  gently  but 
resolutely  and  holds  it  fast.  And  when 
her  heart  aches,  as  it  doubtless  will  some- 
times, half  out  of  sheer  pity  for  him 
and  half  because  she  so  misses  the  sweet 
accustoniednoss  of  his  presence,  the  little 
attentions,  the  flowers,  the  tender  look 
that  stirred  her  so  strangely— when  her 
heart  aches  because  of  what  is  gone  out 
of  her  life.  Jet  her  hold  fast  to  her  brave 
resolution;  let  her  strong  self  whisper 
to  her  weak,  pleading  self.  "I  ■^vill  be 
nobly  mated,  or  not  at  all." 


Tooele  (Utah)  Transcript. 

Arthur  Bryan.  Albert  T.indholm,  Alfred 
Nelson,  Eddie  ()rme,  Peter  Drouday  and 
Walter  Adams,  have  all  received  letters 
from  Box  B.  Box  B  is  the  magic  comer 
where  all  the  letters  come  from  that  calls 
the  boys  on  missions. 
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A  View  of  America's  Future. 

HEiNiRIHi'rrA   lUEAMlS. 
(A  Druam.) 
.SilgD'S  lof  tlie  "rim«s,   Oi-egon.. 

W'liilo  I  was  on  my  kimes  in  jn-ayor  not 
long  siUL'e,  1  siiw  a  strange  and  awful  pic- 
ture, wliioli  1  will  try  to  deseribe  to  the 
readers  of  the  Signs;  for  1  believe  it  lias 
a  meaning  of  jirofound  interest  to  every 
citizea  of  our  republic. 

'Tlhere  rose  up  in  my  spiritual  sight  a 
great  and  mighty  tree.  Its  growth  was 
almost  incredible,  and  its  development 
most  imarvelous.  It  spread  west,  north, 
and  south  till  its  branches  reached  from 
ocean  to  ocean,  aud,  like  the  tree  of 
Nebuchadnezzar's  vision,  "in  it  there 
was  imeat  for  all;"  and  the  very  sap, 
from  its  superabundance  of  life,  seemed 
to  .play  in  delightsome  fountains  through 
the  branches. 

In  and  among  the  branches  of  the  tree 
flitted,  strolled,  or  rode  in  their  gay  car- 
riages, the  beauty,  wealth,  wit,  and  cul- 
ture of  the  nation.  Ail  the  modern  lux- 
uries and  elegiinces  of  life,  all  the  mar- 
velous inventions  of  the  age,  were  at 
their  co'mimiand.  All  the  treasureis  of  art 
were  poured  out,  as  it  were,  into  the  ia.ps 
and  the  ecstatic  whirl  of  society  was  like 
a.  ceaseless  "merry-go-round"  of  pleasure. 
I  heaiHl  the  crashing  banmonics  of  grand 
bauds  and  orcheistras,  and  voices  of  mu- 
sic in  their  most  exquisite  interpretations 
of  the  old  masters.  I  iieard  the  thunder 
of  canuon — tlie  pride  of  her  strength — 
and  a  cheer  like  the  voice  of  a  great  mul- 
titude of  niighty  seas — tJie  shout  of  a 
nation,  when  the  colors,  the  emblem  of 
its  glory,   are  displayed. 

But  now  comeci  the  sad  and  dark  part 
of  the  picture.  I  saw  at  the  foot  of  the 
tree  the  toilers,  whose  labors  nourished 
and  prospered  the  life  and  growth  of  the 
tree.  How  they  delved  in  cold  and  heal, 
■till  the  sweat  seemed  like  great  drops  of 
blood  failing  down  to  the  ground  in  the 
very  agoiiy  of  their  life-struggle!  I  saw- 
that  when  they  came  to  the  tree  for  their 
share  of  the  fuitage,  they  were  pressed 
down,  and  given  a  few  fragments^ — a 
mere  nothing — for  their  labor,  till  their 
cheeks  iwere  hollow  with  want,  and  they 
took  to  gnawing  the  bark,  that  they 
imight  get  the  saip  as  it  .ttowed  up  into  the 
ti-ee.  O,  what  a  sight!  They  groaned 
and  howled;  they  crowded  and  jostled 
each  other  in  their  mad  efCorts  to  secure 
a  place  to  gnaw.  Mothers  Iield  their 
starving  little  ones  high  in  the  air,  but 
they  could  not  reach  the  fruit.  The  un- 
earthly cry  of  that  heaving  multitude 
was  as  the  cry  of  a  navenous  wild  beast. 
I  shall  never,  never  forget  it.  O  Lord 
God,  just  and  holy,  Thuu  righteous 
Judge  of  'this  earth,  'how  long,  O,  how 
I'ong  shall  the  wicked  triumph'; 

A  few  wind-falls  were  let  fall  among 
the  crowd  to  ipacify  them,  but  it  only 
maddened  them. 

But  soon  I  saw  a  change  come  over  the 
surging  throng.  They  ceased  their  fruit- 
less struggle,  land  every  'brow  grew  dark. 
Muttered  imprecations  and  curses  were 
ground  out  toetween  clenched  teeth.  All 
faces  gathered  blackness,  as  some  fell  pur- 
pose seemed  revilving  and  fonming  itself 
in  the  chaos  of  desipair.  It  was  like  the 
ominous  hush  and  silience  when  a  terrible 
storm  is  brooding  aud  gathering  to  burst 
in  fury  on  the  earth. 

Certain  ones,  who  seemed  to  be  leaders, 
s,tood  up  aibove  the  multitude,  and  thus 
harangued  the  people:  "The  time  is  come. 


We  will  not  guiaw  bark,  nor  suck  sap. 
We  will  oat  fnrir,  which  is  rightfully 
<mr«.  Down  with  the  cut-throats!  They 
bathe  in  the  oil  and  tie  wine  of  our  la- 
bors, while  we  starve  for  bread.  We 
need  no  longer  hope  for  redress  at  their 
hands.  Have  we  not  tried  to  elect  men 
who  would  care  for  the  rights  of  the 
laborer?  But  their  money  bought  them, 
or  it  they  failed  to  buy  them  they  were 
defeated.  Hope  no  more.  We  have 
eaten  bitter  bread  and  drank  gall  from 
their  hands.  It  has  curdled  in  their 
veins,  and  vengeance  alone  will  sweeten 
that  cup,  or  satisfy  our  thirst.  Now  is 
the  time.  The  power  lies  in  our  hand. 
Oive   them   their   rewiard.      Follow   me." 

Then  such  a  yell  rose  from  that  crowd 
as  I  never  heard  'from  human  throats. 
It  was  the  yell  of  a  hungry,  wounded,  in- 
furiated beast.  And,  look,  they  are 
clim'bing  the  tree.  They  have  made  a 
ladder  of  the  dead  bodies  of  fallen  com- 
rades, and  the  leaders  mount  up  over 
them.  The  mob  follows.  See,  they  tear 
down  the  branches.  T^ey  scatter  and 
tnamiple,  snatching  and  eating  as  they  go. 
They  scatter  firebrands.  Bombs  are 
bursting  on  every  side.  The  capital 
rocks  and  goes  down  in  a  teriflc  explo- 
sion. Their  trail  is  marked,  like  the 
wake  of  Sajuison's  foxes,  with  couUagra- 
tion,  devastation,  and  ruin;  aud  the  cries 
of  terror  aud  woe  on  every  side  are  com- 
auingling  in  one  'Continuous,  awful 
shriek. 

Look,  look!  The  whole  structure  goes 
up  in  mighty  conflagration.  Wo,  wo  to 
the  republic!  Her  rich  and  proud  ones 
are  slain  in  every  street.  Her  dainty  and 
delicate  women  are  ravished  in  every 
mansion,  aud  their  little  ones  are  dashed 
against  the  stones  of  them. 

O  rich  and  'fair  republic,  glorious  in 
beauty,  high  in  worldly  honor,  and  se- 
cure in  the  pride  of  they  power,  did  not  the 
Lord  God  tell  thee  that  thy  pains  should 
come  upon  thee  "as  'Pains  upon  a  woman 
in  travail''  ?  Were  you  not  warned  that 
that  hungry  thing,  gnawing  and  tearing 
at  thy  vitals,  would  turn  and  "bite  thee"'.- 
Thou  hast  'brewed  thy  hands  in  thy 
brother's  blood,  and  the  avenger  hath 
found   thee. 

And  yet  I  will  mourn  for  thy  'beauty 
departed,  O  glorious  republic!  Liberty, 
purity,  equality,  and  fraternity  were  thy 
corner  stones.  And  W'hen  they  were  laid 
in  the  heat  and  smoke  of  a  great  revolu- 
tion, a  world  beheld  and  cheered  and 
wondered.  Wonderful  was  thy  growth 
'and  development  from  thine  almost  in- 
exhaustible resources.  "Thou  wert  per- 
fect in  all  thy  ways  until  iniquity  was 
found  in  thee." 

The  great  Physician  desired  to  heal 
thee,  and  sent  his  servants  with  messages 
of  warning  and  love,  but  ye  cast  them 
out  and  drove  them  froan  thy  face,  and 
set  a  "m'ark"  on  all  thy  worshipers,  that 
ye  might  separate  His  servants  unto  per- 
secution and  death.  But  God  hath  ful- 
filled His  word  in  thee,  and  thy  light 
hath  gone  out  in  the  darkness  of  death. 
Yet  I  will  mourn  'for  thee  over  the  ashes 
of  thy  ruin  and  humiliation,  because  ye 
believed  not  God,  and  "knewest  not  the 
time  of  thy  visitation." 


My  Experience  in  the  Land  of  Polygamy. 

For   the  Torch   of  Reason. 

By   Joel   M.    Berry. 
In  the  spring  of  1853  Col.  Steiptoe  was 
sent  with  a  small  detachment  of  United 
States  soldiers   to  protect  the  emigrants, 


then  going  the  overland  Toute  to  Califor- 
nia and  the  Western  worlil,  from  the  as- 
s.'iiiUs  of  the  Indians  and  other  despei'a- 
docs  along  the  route.  It  fell  to  my  lot  to 
be  one  of  that  detachment,  aud  we  organ- 
ized at  Fort  Leavenworth,  Mo. 

1  was  chosen  one  of  the  le.nuslcrs.  ami 
drove  a  six  luule  government  team  froni 
tiere  to  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.  We  were 
some  three  months  in  making  the  trip, 
and  went  liy  way  of  Fort  ('■amey.  Fort 
Laramie.  Chimney  Rock  to  Salt  Lake.  1 
would  like  here  to  give  in  detail-  some  of 
the  remarkable  incidents  that  we  wit- 
nessed on  that  trip,  and  some  of  our  en- 
counters with  the  Indians,  buffaloes, 
prairie  dogs,  grasshoppers,  rattlesnakes, 
etc.,  which  would  be  in  reality  the  most 
interesting  part  of  my  subject,  but  space 
%vill  not  permit. 

After  going  into  camp  at  Salt  Lake,  our 
curiosity  soon  led  us  to  an  investigation 
of  the  WiOnderful  city.  We  were  kindly 
treated  by  the  Mormons  and  invited  to 
attend  their  church,  were  introtluced  to 
Brigham  and  his  apostles,  and'  talked 
with  them  for  hours  at  a  time.  They  in- 
vited us  to  take  dinner  with  them,  which 
we  often  did,  but  when  it  came  to  sitting 
down  at  the  table  with  four  or  five  wouumi 
as  wives  and  only  one  man,  it  looked  a 
little  oddi  to  me  at  first,  but  I  soon  got 
used  to  it. 

After  being  there  in  camp  for  some 
time  'and  getting  pretty  well  acquainted 
with  some  of  the  leading  members  of  the 
church,  I  was  taken  very  ill,  the  com- 
pany got  marching  orders  and  I,  with 
some  others,  was  left  at  Salt  Lake,  and 
never  heard  anything  more  of  the  com- 
pany of  soldiers.  After  getting  well,  I 
took  a  trip  South,  saw  some  of  the  relics 
of  the  notable  Mountain  Meadow  massa- 
cre, but  when  I  got  ready  tO'  come  home, 
the  question  was  how  to  do  it.  The  jour- 
ney was  too  long  and  dangerous  to  un- 
dertake alone,  so  Brigham  told  me  to  wait 
a  short  time,  that  he  was  going  to  send 
a  delegation  of  ministers  to  the  States, 
aud  that  I  could  accompany  them  as  one 
of  the  teamsters  if  I  wished.  This  was 
a  Grod-send  to  me,  and  the  way  I  got 
home. 

Now,  I  wish  to  say  this,  that  duriug 
my  three  years'  experience  in  the  West- 
ern world,  I  never  was  treated  with  more 
respect  and  civility  by  strangers  than 
while  in  Utah,  and  I  see  more  immoral 
conduct  in  the  various  forms  of  so-called 
Christian  churches  in  one  day  here  than 
1  did  all  'the  time  of  my  stay  among  the 
Mormons.  I  am  not  a  polygamist,  neither 
am  I  a  believer  in  the  doctrine  of  endless 
punishiment,  but  I  find  them  both  taught 
in  the  Bible,  and  the  Mormon  has  just  as 
good  authority  for  his  belief  as  any 
Christian  church  has  for  its  fool  rites, 
ceremonies  and  beliefs.  I  can  see  no 
more  sense  or  reason  for  uuseating  a  con- 
gressman for  believing  in  the  one  than 
the  other.  It  is  a  ipoor  rule  that  won't 
work  both  ways. 

The  constitution  says  that  church  and 
state  are  two  separate  organizations  aud 
the  one  shall  not  interfere  with  the  other; 
how,  then,  are  we  going  to  bring  a  man's 
religious  opinions  in  question  under  these 
conditions  and  rule  him  out  of  his  seat  in 
the  congress  of  the  United  States';  What 
would  Washington,  Jefter.son  or  Paine  say 
in  a  ease  of  this  kind;  We  know  what 
they  have  said,  and  we  don't  suppose  they 
would  change  their  opinions  a  particle.  1 
look  upon  the  whole  thing  as  a  humbug. 
One  -nriter  says  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try like  to  be  hum'bugged.  and  if  they 
think  this  a  good  chance,  let  them  pitch 
in. 
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AN  OPEN  LETTER. 

Mr,    l^jllllfltllj    <'llll. 

U'iillace,  Miss..   Feb.    17.    ISHl. 

Sir— I  iiiii  in  riH-oipt  of  .vour  .sniiiplo 
riipy  (tt  tho  .iiili  "Mormon"  mid  luivi' 
ciiivfiill.v  iH'i'iisoil  its  contents.  1  now  liu- 
sirc  III  reply  tliroiifjh'  Ihe  I>esei'(>l  Xews 
anil  dn(lnl;;e  in  some  pluin  talk.  It  is  only 
liy  reason  of  my  acquaintance  ^^•'ilh  you 
while  you  was  licrc  on  your  mission,  and 
ui[c  or  two  facts  conneited  iherrwitli  that 
1  now  c'oHsider  you  at  all. 

When  yon  came  'hero  it  was  i'nv  the 
avowed  purpose  of  teaching  nic.  and 
Killers,  thai  which  you  said  yon  knew  to 
lie  the  (ios'iiel  of  Jesns  Christ,  but  which 
you  now  denonnee  and  call  a  delusion.  1 
have  heard  yon  on  more  than  one  occa- 
sion deehire  dn  nninistakalile  langiia^'e 
that  you  knew  tli.at  Joseph  Smith  was  a 
I'rojdiet  of  Crod,  and  that  Hrigham  Younj; 
and  .Tohn  Taylor  were  his  legal  successors. 

Now,  the  nature  of  your  testimony  was 
such  thtit  you  either  testitied  to  the  truth, 
or  you  told  a  deliberate  falsehood!  There 
was  no  chance  for  "delusion"  as  you 
would  have  me  to  believe. 

If  you  spoke  the  truth  .vou  are  now  a 
traitor.  And  yet,  you  have  the  iniipndence 
to  testify  to  nie  that  "all  is  a  delusion." 
Now,  sir,  which  of  the  two  of  your  testi- 
monies am  I  to  believe? 

The  object  you  have  in  view  in  thus 
repiidiatinf;  the  cause  .von  once  espoused 
is  obvious  to  any  true  Latter-Day  Saint. 
But  you  will  fail.  You  will  gain  neither 
fame  nor  wealth. 

I  wrote  to  yon  once  and  told  you  how  a 
certain  Methodist  preacher  tried  to  per- 
suade uie  to  throw  Mornumism  aside  and 
join  one  of  the  so-called  Christian  sects, 
saying  I  could  do  so  much  good  and  be- 
come such  a  useful  man,  etc.,  etc.  In  re- 
plying to  my  letter,  in  one  yon  wrote  from 
Oronoco,  Amherst  County,  La.,  Sept.  5, 
1SS5,  you  said:  "You  tell  me  yon  had  one 
of  those  noble  gentleman  (?)  that  are 
pleased  to  call  themselves  preachers  of 
the  Clospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  ask  you  to 
come  and  preach  something  that  is  good. 

"Y'ou  might  soon  have  been  enabled  to 
call  yonr.self  rich,  had  you  excepted  lac- 
cejited). 

"But  think  of  the  words  of  the  Savior 
and  be  glad  you  did  not. 

"The  Savior  said  if  a  man  had  a  hun- 
dred sheep,  and  one  went  astray,  he 
would  straight  way  leave  the  ninety  and 
nine,  and  go  after  the  one  that  went 
astray." 

Doubtless  you  have  acted  upon  the  idea 
of  becoming  "rich."'  Take  your  words 
home  to  yourself. 

.\s  to  your  alleged  argument  against 
the  Book  of  Mormon  and  the  Doctrine 
and  Covenants,  permit  me  to  say  it  is  as 
weak  as  water.  Would  you  have  me  to 
believe  that  you  are  the  only  honest  man 
of  average  intelligence  in  the  "Mormon" 
Church?  The  idea  that  you  can  accom- 
plish something  that  other  men  have  tried 
to  do.  men  vVho,  if  measured  by  their 
learning  and  experience,  would  tower 
above  you  like  a  giraffe  above  a  mouse,  is 
absurd. 

Y'ou  apologize  for  starting  .vour  alleged 
"magazine."  It  certainly  needs  an  apol- 
ogy! How  do  you  imagine  it  will  be  re- 
ceived by  the  Saints  of  Ood  who  are  ac- 
(inainted  with  you?  With  disgust  and 
pity.  Disgust  when  they  think  how  craven 
you  are  to  join  hands  witii  men  who  wisii 
to  destroy  a  people  because  they  cannot 


convert  them  to  doctrines  that  cannot 
bear  the  light  of  reason.  Of  pity  when 
they  con.s'ider  how  your  miiiil  has  tiecome 
darkened  tiy  the  [lOwer  of  evil,  thereby 
causing  you  to  lose  th('  Si>irit  of  the  (!os- 
pel  and  the  testimony  you  once  enjoyed. 
This  is  written  with  t'he  hope  that  you 
will  slop  and  consider  thb  risk  you  are 
taking;  not  with  any  desire  to  ofl'end, 

I  now  wish  to  bear  my  humble  tesli- 
niony.  I  have  been  a  close  slud<'nt  of 
"Moniionism"  since  l.SS(>,  and  I  have  a 
testimony  that  all  the  world  cannot  take 
from  me.  I  have  seen  the  manifestations 
of  the  power  of  God  that  atteml  this 
Church.  T  know  that  .Tos<^ph  is  a  true 
Prophet  of  (Jod— that  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-Day  Saint.s  is  the  true 
Church  of  Christ,  clothed  with  power  and 
authority.  The  work  is  prosix'ring  and 
will  continue  to  prosper  until  the  end.  The 
puny  hands  of  man  cannot  affect  its  ex- 
alted course.  You  would  do  much  more 
for  Christianity  if  you  would  act  upon 
the  advise  of  (J-amaliel.  See  Acts,  v:;!3- 
4.  Y'oiir  advertise  for  "an.v  old  lK>ok  prior 
to  182-^."  I  have  a  Bible  which  was  pub- 
lished about  that  time  from  which  you 
can  get  the  most  reliable  information  ex- 
tant, excepting  the  Book  of  Mormon, 
which  is  a  true  and  faithful  record  of  the 
forefathers  of  the  "American  Indi.ans!" 
JAMES  R.  BEVELL. 


VARIETIES. 

Christian  Obsierver,    Ixmlsviille.   Ky. 

There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  denun- 
ciation, in  recent  years,  of  the  terrible 
waste  of  monej-  and  of  vital  power  in 
the  maintaining  of  rival  churches  in  small 
town's  oni  home  mission'  territory.  From 
the  statements  made  one  would  iirfer 
that  the  waste  is  immense.  If  there  is 
any  man  who  should  be  able  to  know,  it 
is  Dt.  E.  S.  Wishard.  He  has  been  em- 
phatically a  home  mission  laborer  for 
years.  W'Titin'g  from  Utah,  he  says  that 
in  all  that  vast  territory  tas  large  as  New 
England  andl  Hie  Middle  States)  there 
are  just  two  towns  which  have  more 
churches  than  are  needed. 

Dr.  Wishard'  should  read  the  govern- 
ment statistics  and  he  will  finjV  that  that 
"vast  territory"  has  more  churches  and' 
church  edifices  in  proportion  to  its  poim- 
lation  than  any  other  portion  of  the  whole 
United   States— Ed. 


Deseret  Nlews. 

Bishop  Wm.  B.  Preston  is  in  receipt  of 
the  following  inquiries  from  various  gen- 
tlemen throughout  the  State  for  men  seek- 
ing employment: 

A  man  with  sons  to  help  him  can  find 
a  good  opening  on  the  Prove  bench,  where 
there  is  a  farm  of  .sixt.v  acres  tforfy  under 
cultivation  and  twenty  acres  of  broken 
land').  There  is  a  house  on  the  premises, 
also  a  good  water  right  attached,  the 
owner  to  furnish  tools  and  ri'iit  the  prop- 
erty out  on  shares. 

Payson,  Utah,  is  in  need  of  a  sober  and 
industrious  tailor. 

A  good,  agreeable  miildle  aged  man  who 
wants  a  good  home  can  find  one  in  Id'aho. 
upon  application  to  Bishop  Preston's  of- 
fice. 

A  blacksmith  is  sorely  need«'d  at  lona. 
Idaho,  in  a  good  location.  In  fact  there 
is  room  for  several  in  surrounding  dis- 
tricts. 

Anyone  with  money  to  invest  and  who 
is  looking  for  a  location  can  find  a  good 
investment  in  Fremont   County,  Idaho. 


History  of  the  Southern  States  Mission. 

During  the  lapse  of  time  between  the 
July  confercuic  .and  August  ronferem  e 
President  Morgan  and  l':ider  Barbour  held 
some  good  spirited  meetings  in  .North 
Oeorgia,  after  which  they  jprocccded  to 
Jfoseow,  L.'imar  county.  Alabama,  where 
they  met  thirteen  IClders,  Saints  ami 
friends  in  confcreuie  capacity.  This  hap- 
py iiie(4irig  occurred'  on  .\ug.  12,  V2  and 
1.'!.  Jfany  valu.ible  instrui-li<ms  were 
given,  which  <'ansiHl  the  Elders  and'  Saints 
to  feel  encouraged  and  press  on  in  the 
glorious  work  of  living  and  disseminating 
the  eternal  truths  of  the  (iospel. 

A  number  of  changes  were  inadi'  and 
the  l',ldi>rs  sent  forth  to  their  fields  of 
labor. 

In  the  norlhern  jiart  nf  the  mission 
much  opposition  and  prejudice  existed, 
especially  in  Kentucky.  In  this  state  the 
conference  meeting  was  po.stiioned  on  a<- 
coiint  of  threatened  mob  violence.  They 
who  should  defend  truth  tried  to  over- 
come it  by  publishing  scandalous  falise- 
hoods.  having  for  their  motive  the  down- 
fall of  the  work  and  trouble  for  the  El- 
ders and'  Saints. 

The  Lonis\nlIe  Commercial  w.is  espe- 
cially energetic  in  this  regard. 

The  conference  finally  convened  dur'ng 
the  last  days  of  August  at  the  home  of 
Brother  Nours,  near  Huntsville.  Ken- 
tucky. Presidents  Morgan,  and  Snow 
were  there  to  make  light  the  liearts  of 
tho  Elders  and  Saints.  Here  a  branch  of 
the  church  was  organized,  with  Elder 
William  Hendricks  as  presiding  officer. 

The  semi-annual  report  showed  a 
marked'  increase  of  baptisms  over  former 
reports,  numbering  two  hundred  and  four 
for  the  half  year  ending  Ang.  .11. 

In  the  month  of  Septeniiber  special  ef- 
forts were  made  looking  to  reducing  the 
rates  for  emigrants.  President  Morgan 
went  to  Denver.  Colorado,  and  to  I.ouis- 
rille,  Kentucky,  for  this  purpose.  Tlie 
railroad  officials  met  him  with  favor  and 
readily  made  conce.ssions  which  were  ad- 
vantageous to  the  mission. 

During  this  time  Elders  were  coming 
from  Zion  to  warn  the  people  of  the  com- 
ing judgments  and  prepare  them  for  eter- 
nal  life. 

A  profitable  change  came  in  October, 
the  headquarters  of  the  mission  being 
moved  from  Nashville  to  Chattanooga. 
Tennessee.  This  was  done  on  Oct.  10. 
1.S82.  Arrangements  were  perfected  for 
emigrants  to  leave  Chattanooga  on  Nov. 
ir>,  circulars  having  been  sent  to  all  parl.« 
of  the  mission  to  this  effect.  After  the 
departure  of  the  fall  emigration  Presi- 
dent .Tohn  Morgan,  witii  some  of  his  co- 
workers, were  released  to  return  home. 

At  the  semi-annual  conference  at  Sa!t 
lake  City  a  number  of  Elders  were  called 
to  take  a  mission:  ten  making  their  ap- 
pearance during  this  month  at  Chatta- 
nooga, and  were  assigned  to  their  fields 
of  labor. 

On  Nov.  4  and  .5  the  Mississippi  Con- 
ference convened  at  Lodi,  ^lontgomery 
county.  Mississippi,  Elders  Morgan.  Mo  ire 
and  Jiidd  being  present.  The  meetings 
were  fairly  attended  and  a  good  spirit 
manifested.  Elder  S.  D.  Moore  was  ap- 
I'.ointed  president  of  the  conference.  El- 
der E.  W.  ^rcBride  being  reieasid  to  re- 
turn home. 

(To  b"  Continued.) 
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REPORT  OF  MISSION  CONFERENCES  FOR  WEEK  ENDING  MARCH  4,  1899. 


PRESIDENT 

CONKERHNCH 

u 

•s 

H 

O 
o 

V 

g 

1 

% 
1  I 

is 

OS'S 

C 

u 

3 

H 
229 

V 

3 
.a 

■go 

Q 
223 

"o 
{/) 

^ 

o 

,  o 

CO 

67 

"i'l 
52 
32 
41 
22 
49 
49 
46 
12 
17 
24 

o 

o 
o 

a 
12 

J 

1 

(S 

8 

2 

a 

2 

ti 

59 

ji 

—  *- 

o 
O 
343 

2 

a 
o 
O 
2.5 

■a 

S 

w 

S5 
u 

i 

n 

on 

5 

d 

3 

•a 

N 

c  -^ 

ui  ■* 
6c« 

■Ss 

u 

3 

TOWN 

STATB 

Joseph  F.  Pulley- 

(Virginia! 

(Kentucky)... 
(E.  Tennessee) 

((ienrgiai  

(N.Alabama)... 
(Florida) 

27 

.S2 

:» 

40 
35 
R« 
20 
36 
40 
34 
35 

684 

r/b 

86 

10 

23 

8 

Midway  Mills..... 

Virginia. 
Kentucky. 

984 
735 
996 

ims 

1110 
C89 
907 
957 
7(i4 
906 

1441 

310 
484 
316 
491 
500 
212 
130 
226 
290 
Iffl 
312 

.S3 
157 
J6I 
164 

7 
202 
131 
IS.i 
223 
143 
129 

2t 
17 

7 
3.S 
17 
14 
12 
29 
8 
7 
13 

^1 
21 
37 
15 
22 
'l 
15 
15 
16 
14 

195 
531 
418 
562 
485 
306 
154 
3;!6 
402 
166 
314 

214 
.501 
418 
550 
321 
■285 
12li 
229 
402 
142 
307 

14 
17 
6 
5 
9 
8 
10 
5 
6 
4 
6 

5 

7 

11 

14 

23 

19 

4 

6 

29 

24 

5 

112 
86 
129 
124 

8;i 

101 
103 
33 
91 
97 
64 

383 
427 
667 
4,36 
545 
579 
397 
506 
685 
421 
667 

25 
10 

3 
34 
11 
85 
21 
20 
16 
10 

6 

1 

1 

1 

Lovejoy 

Riisselville 

Georgia. 

Joseph  tfkeeu  

C  G   Parker     

"i" 

1 
1 

Uila 

Sparta 

Florida 

J    Urban  Allred  .  . 

(Mid.  Tenu.).... 
(N.  Carolina)... 
(S  Carolina).... 
(Mississippi)  ... 
(E.  Kentucky).. 

(Louisiana) 

(S.  Alabama)... 

4 
9 

1 

Princeton..   

Knott's  Mill 

2 
1 
3 
S 

4 

Miasii-Rippi. 

Keulunky. 
Louisiana. 

R  L  Mendenhall 

Vanceburg 

Victoria 

Montgomery 

D.  A.Broadbeut 

J  H  Willis  

1 

1 

GLEANINGS. 


Salt  Lake  Heral(J. 

First  Lieut.  F.  N.  Tato,  of  Co.  A,  1st 
Nebraska  Vo'Iunrteers,  aii(3  Second  Lieut- 
C.  T.  Orr,  of  Oo.  M,  of  the  same  com- 
iiKtnd,  eanie  in  from  tlie  coast  this  morn- 
ing on  their  way  home  from  Manila. 
Both  of  the  officers  -were  in  the  trenches 
durinig  the  night  when)  the  Utah  artillery 
had'  their  baptism  of  fire  in  .July  last. 
Both  gentlemen  say  that  Utah  may  well 
be  proud  of  Iter  boys.  The  1st  Nebraska 
awJ  the  Utah  batteries  have  been  con- 
stantly together,  and  the  lieutenants  say 
they  they  seenied  like  brothers. 

The  two  officers  upon  their  arrival  here, 
bunted  up  Lieut.  Grow,  of  Battery  B, 
with  whiom  they  crossed  the  Pacific  and 
with  him  they  were  viewing  the  city 
today.  Both  are  business  men  and  re- 
signled  their  commissionl  when  they 
thought  the  fighting  was  over.  They 
leave  this  evening  for  theim  homes. 


Logan  Journal. 

Elder  "Willia.m  Z.  Terry,  who  has  been 
absent  from  home,  laboring  in  the  Swiss 
andi  German  missdoM  for  thirty-one 
months,  returned  home  on  Sunday.  He 
reports  himself  as  having  enjoyed  his 
missionary  labors. 

Elder  Burrows,  of  Huntsville,  and  El- 
der Park,  of  Mill  Creek,  Salt  Lake  Co., 
have  also  visited  the  .settlement  in  the 
interest  of  the  Y.  M.  M.  I.  A.,  and  many 
brethren  hav^  found  out  wihat  it  is  to 
have  a  missionary  take  up  a  labor  with 
tbem-.  We  trust  their  labors  of  love  will 
be  appreciated'  and  be  productive'  of 
much  good. 

Elder  George  Burnham  has  arrived 
home  (Richmond')  from  the  Samoan  is- 
lands, where  he  has  completedi  a  success- 
ful mission.  He  spoke  to  the  people  here 
Sunday  evening. 


Mantl  Messenger. 

The  missionaries  reunion  held  in  the 
Council  house  Wednesday  morning  and 
evening  was,  we  are  told,  the  grandest 
affair  in  its  line,  that  has  ever  been  held 
in  Manti.  At  about  10  o'clock  the  mis- 
sionaries began  assembling,  and  dressed 
in  preacher's  style,  most  of  fhem  wear- 
ing their  silk  hats,  making  a  good  ap- 
pearanx?e  on  our  streets.  The  speeches 
that  were  made  by  those  on  the  program 
were  mostly  in  relation  to  missionary 
labors  which  occupied  the  entire  day.  In 
the  evening  a  supper  was  prepared  for 
them  which  was,  we  are  told,  by  some 
of  their  number,  the  grandest  feast  pre- 
pared in  this  city  for  many  years.  The 
whole  assembly  were  strictly  missionary 
workers,  and  no  one  except  those  who 
have  fulfilled  missions  preaching  the  gos- 
pel were  invited  to  attend. 


AMONG  THE  ELDERS. 


The  President  of  the  Virginia  Confer- 
ence. John  E.  Griffin,  has  been  succeeded 
by  Elder  .Toseph  F.  Fully,  and  the  head- 
quarters have  been  changed  to  Midway 
Mills,  Va.  His  telegraph  address  will  be 
Wimginia,  Va. 


Mr.  D.  F.  Stout,  of  Hinckly,  Utah, 
writes  that  he  wants  a  good  reliable  per- 
son, well  qualified  for  making  butter  and 
cheese,  a  woman  preferred,  as  his  plant 
is  small  and  wages  only  $8  to  $20  per 
month,  according  to  their  ability.  He 
prefers  a  Latter-Day  Saint,  who  desires 
to  emigrate  to  Utah.  He  promises  steady 
employment,  winter  and  summer. 


Mr.  Lamond  Call,  the  ex-Elder  who 
has  served  one  or  two  missions,  certifying 
to  the  truth  of  the  Gospel  and  has  lately 
been  caught  in  the  little  anti-Mormon 
whirlpool,  may  read  with  profit,  the  "Open 
Letter,''  from  Mr.  Bevill  in  this  issue.  It 
should  prove  quite  interesting  to  him  and 
somewhat  amusing  to  those  who  know 
Lamoni. 


Elder  ,Tohn  E.  Griffin,  President  of  the 
Virginia  Conference,  bids  the  mission,  his 
friends  and  associates  good-bye.  He  says: 

"Sick  Elders  are  improving.  All  leave 
for  their  fields  in  the  morning.  Virginia 
is  a  grand  old  state.  It  is  hard  to  leave 
the  brethren  and  my  many  friends. 
Thirty-two  months  have  passed  quickly 
and  I  can  truly  say  that  I  have  had  a 
good  time.  Yet  I  will  be  glad  to  return 
and  am  glad  they  are  not  calling  for  vol- 
unteers. 

"The  contferenc-e  is  in  good  condition, 
and  now  the  winter  storms  have  passed 
we  hope  to  do  a  better  work. 

"I  thank  you  for  the  kind  consideration 
you  have  given  me  and  bid  you  all  good- 
bye, and  m^ay  God  bless'  you  and  make 
your  labors  a  pleasure.  My  faith  and 
prayers  will  be  with  the  mission  and  our 
beloved  President,  whom  to  know  is  to 
love.  I  appreciate  the  kindness  of  the 
brethren  at  the  office  and  will  ever  re- 
member all  with  good  feeling." 


ou  March  4th,  1899.  Owing  to  the  in- 
clement weather  it  was  deemed  advisable 
to  defer  public  services.  The  Star  deeply 
sympathises  with  the  family  in  this,  their 
second  bereavement. 


Brother  Boeneges  Marguess,  of  Larkin, 
Ky.,  is  called  upon  to  part  with  another 
dear  one;  this  time  it  is  his  daughter, 
Martha  Ftta,  a  young  lady  about  20 
years  of  age,  who  joined  the  church  on 
March  l!Hh,  l.SilS,  and  has  since  been  a 
faithful  and  efficient  worker  iu  the  Lar- 
kin Sunday  School  and  other  duties  con- 
nected with  the  Larkin  branch  of  the 
church.  The  deceased  was  taken  with 
typhoid  fever  soon  after  her  mother's 
death  and  succumhed  to  the  dread  disease 


Death  of  Sister  Smyly. 

By  Elder  B.  F.  Johnson. 
Magnolia,  Marengo   Co.,   Ala.,  March  19. 
Written  for  The   SoutOiern  Star. 

Another  one  of  our  faithful  Saints  has 
been  called  to  that  great  beyond.  On  the 
14th  of  March,  Sister  Mtolindia  B.  Smyly 
passed  quietly  away.  It  was  supposed  by 
the  doctor  to  be  heart  failure  which 
caused  her  death.  On  the  night  previous 
to  her  death  she  was  out  in  the  garden 
with  her  husband  and  walked  around, 
feeling  as  well  as  usual.  She  ate  a 
hearty  stipper  and  then  read'  a  few  chap- 
ters in  the  Book  of  Mormon,  and  re- 
tired at  9  o'clock.  And  about  2  o'clock 
Brother  Smyly  hearing  a  noise  in  her 
room  rushed  in,  finding  she  had  fallen  off 
the  bed.  He  spoke  to  her  and  found  her 
to  be  speechless.  He  immediately  sent 
his  eldest  son  to  find  the  Elders  of  the 
church;  as  it  was  some  distance  to  where 
they  were  it  was  rather  late  before  the.v . 
arrived.  Elder  Smyly  says  his  wife 
never  spoke  after  she  went  to  bed,  as  he 
heard.  The  deceased  was  a  faithful 
mother  and  affectionate  wife,  and  leaves 
a  husband  and  eight  loving  children  to 
mourn  her  loss;  besides  many  relatives 
and  friends.  She  was  among  the  first  to 
entertain  the  servants  of  the  Lord  in  this 
pavt  of  His  vineyard.  Her  husband  joined 
the  church  before  she  did  and  accepted  a 
mission  to  labor  in  the  defense  of  truths, 
and  has  been  a  faithful  defender  ever 
since. 

Sister  Smyly  was  ba.ptized  November 
3,  1898,  and  has  proved  herself  to  be  a 
faithful  believer  in  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ  until  her  death. 

Elders  David  W.  Clufif,  Benjamin  F. 
-Tohnson,  Nels  E.  .Jensen  and  Charles  W. 
Wright  were  the  Elders  present,  who,  by 
the  request  of  her  husband,  conducted  the 
funeral  services,  which  were  held  on 
March  15th,  1899,  at  6  p.  m.  There  was 
considerable  excitment  created  owing  to 
the  fact  that  the  Mormons  were  invited 
to  officiate  in  the  burial  servives;  they 
seemed  to  fear  that  there  may  he  some 
trouble,  but  all  passed  off  quietly.  Many 
false  reports,  as  usual,  were  spread. 
Some  seemed  to  believe  that  the  Mormons 
would  only  bury  after  dark.  Notwith- 
standing all  the  opposition  and  persecu- 
tion brought  against  the  bereavtMl  family, 
they  felt  to  rejoice  to  know  their  loved 
one  was  a  follower  of  Christ;  and  they 
feel  to  ackno-nnledge  the  hand  of  the  Lord 
in  their  loss  and  are  still  firm  in  the  faith. 


